International Centre for Trade Policy and Law of Georgia (ICTPL Georgia) 

Tbilisi, 2006

Brief information
International Center for Trade Policy and Law of Georgia (ICTPL-Georgia) became an independent nongovernmental organization in February 2002, with support of Carleton University-Ottawa based Center for Trade Policy and Law, which has been participating in technical assistance program of Canadian government provided by Canadian International Development Agency to assist Latin-American, CIS and Central Asian States. It’s designed for countries, on the first stage of integration in the international economic system, to fight their difficulties.  

ICTPL-Georgia has close relations with Ottawa, Moscow, Kiev, Armenian and other similar centers, state universities of Moscow, St. Petersburg, Kiev and Lviv, close relations with various international organizations. Also the center has partners in Azerbaijan too.

The main goals of Center are:

· To promote settlement of principles of market economy and development of democratic processes in the society;

· To promote formation of the rational trade policy of the country during Georgia's integration into the world economic system and under the terms of integration;
· To accelerate and facilitate adjustment of Georgian government officials and entrepreneurs with internationally recognized trade rules;  
· To support, in the process of international division of labor, the reforms directed to the maximum effective utilization of economic potential of Georgia as well as the measures directed to protection of the country's economic interest at foreign markets;
· To promote development of Georgia’s participation and effective realization of its geopolitical potential in regional economic cooperation; 
· To increase public awareness of WTO rules, goals, possibilities, advantages of membership, obligations undertaken by Georgia and implementation of them.

Main activities of ICTPL-Georgia 

The center:

· Elaborates recommendations concerning trade policy issues, including recommendations for negotiations with WTO members and pending member countries;

· Analyzes results of Georgia’s accession to the WTO, cooperates with legislative and executive bodies of Georgia, with the aim to facilitate implementation of obligations undertaken during accession and utilizes advantages of the membership;

· Provides governmental agencies and organizations working on harmonization of Georgian legislation with international standards;

· Publishes (9 publications and 3 CD) literature and organizes seminars and trainings for acceleration and facilitation adjustment of Georgian government officials and entrepreneurs with internationally recognized trade rules; 

· Provides consultation for Georgians and foreigners concerning Georgian legislation, WTO issues, international treaties, foreign trade regimes, existing export possibilities and economic development of Georgia. 

· Analyzes information from WTO secretariat and member countries concerning ongoing negotiations and provide relevant government institutions with this information; 

· Organizes and participates in trainings and seminars;

Center has prepared and printed publications about General System of Preferences, WTO, Georgia’s participation in the WTO and Trade Regimes, organizes seminars, for government officials, business society, students and lecturers concerning above mentioned issues. 

The Center also participates in seminars and trainings organized by various international organizations:

· Two–week regional training course for governmental officials “Doha Development Round: WTO Trade Negotiations” (July, 2003). Recent event was conducted with financial support of WTO secretariat, Canadian International development agency (CIDA) and Asian development Bank (ADB).

· Regional Workshop  for Government Officials “WTO’s  Multilateral Trade Negotiations” (December, 2004). Recent event was conducted with financial support of Canadian International development agency (CIDA) and Agency for International Trade Information and Cooperation (AITIC), also participation of the WTO secretariat and International Trade Canter (ITC). 
· National Seminar “Generalized System of Preferences  – Possibility to increase Georgian Export” (18 February 2005). Recent event was conducted with the Ministry of Economic Development of Georgia and financial support of TACIS.  Seminar and Materials was provided by ICTPL-Georgia.
· National Seminar “Generalized System of Preferences - New Scheme of European Union” (15 July 2005). Recent event was conducted with the Federation of Georgian Businessmen.  Seminar and  Materials  was provided by ICTPL-Georgia. 
· “Regional Strategy Workshop for the Six WTO Ministerial” 2-3 November 2005 Recent event was conducted with financial support of Canadian International development agency (CIDA) and Agency for International Trade Information and Cooperation (AITIC), also participation of International Trade Canter (ITC).
Advisory service is one of the main aspects of activities provided by Center. Advisors assess each situation individually and offer focused analysis and recommendations for action. Center also provides consultation for bussinesmen concerning internationaly excepted trade rules, Trade regimes, GSP system, WTO agreements and trade regimes of Georgia.

As mentioned above Center works toward enhancing foreign trade relations and business opportunities mainly in Georgia and also in the region. For this purpose center has its own bilingual web-site with detail information concerning internationally adopted trade rules, GSP system, WTO rules and agreements, Trade regimes and current export-import regime of Georgia.

Center is an official partner and information distribution point of UNECE (United Nation Economic Commission for Europe) and International Trade Center (ITC).

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


What ICTPL-Georgia can offer

Seminars and Consultation:

· Seminars concerning WTO issues;

· Seminars concerning Trade Regimes of Georgia;

· Seminars concerning Generalized System of Preferences.

· Consultation and analysis concerning WTO issues.

· Consultation concerning Georgia’s Trade Regimes, import tariffs and formalities. 

· Consultation for national Exporters concerning Trade Regimes, export formalities; 

· Consultation concerning import tariffs and formalities of WTO member and Non-member countries.  

· Consultation concerning GSP schemes of EU, USA, Canada, Japan, Norway, Turkey, Switzerland. Rules of origin and all formalities. 

Available publication and CD:

· Brochures concerning Generalized System of Preferences:

· General information on Generalized System of Preferences.

· Scheme of Europe Union.

· Scheme of United States of America.

· Scheme of Canada.

· Scheme of Japan. 

· Georgia and WTO.

· Trade Regimes of Georgia (Bilingual Georgian and English).

· International Trade System (includes WTO agreements).

· Set of GSP schemes (CD- includes schemes of EU(GSP  and GSP+), USA, Canada, Japan, Norway, Turkey, Switzerland. Rules of origin, Certificates and all formalities – on Georgian).

· Trade Regimes of Georgia (CD - Bilingual, includes import tariffs and all customs formalities of Georgia).

· International Trade System (CD).

· WTO Agreements (CD - Georgian-Russian).
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