EU-Georgia Business Council (EUGBC) Established

Howard Chase (BP Eurcope) and Arve Thorvik (Stateil) in Brussels at the inaugural meeting of the EUGEC on 25 January

Given the ongoing political and
economic reforms in Georgia and
its inclusion in the European
Meighbourhood Paolicy (ENP),
there are now tangible benefits in
promating EU-Georgia business
relations. The closer geographical
proximity means that the enlarged
Europs and Georgia, its new
neighbour, will have an interest in
furthering efforts to promaote trans-
naticnal flows of trade and invest-
ment, This trade and investment
iz vital for Georgia's overall devel-
apment and will result in new aco-
nomic cpportunities for European
and Georgian businesses. There-
fore, the EU-Georgia Business
Council (EUGBC) has been estab-
lished with the support of the busi-
ness community, the Georgian
Government and BF, who has
committed $300,000 USD.

The EUGBC will work to facili-
tate investment and trade be-
tween Georgia and the EU, as
well as promote Georgia in the
EU as a place 1o invest and do
business — and vice versa. The
EUGBC will also strive 1o assist
members who are engaged in or
considering opportunities in
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Georgia or the EU, and support
them in attzining legitimate busi-
ness chjectives. In addition, the
EUGBC will work to promote and
pratect the commaon business in-
terests of members and foster fies
in the EU and Georgia betwaen
businesses, governmeaents and
civil socicties.

Friar to the inaugural meeting
of the EUGBC on January 25,
2006, a working group was
formed o assist in the develop-
ment of the EUGEC, AMCHAM,
along with other arganizations
including GGMW, Mestle, Feder-
ation of Georgian Businessmen,
Silk Road Group and Georgian
Railways, was invelved in this
working group.

The ELGEC is located in Brus-
sels. This location was decided
on given messages delivered in
Brussels reach all EU states;
Brussels is where the Georgian
Government foouses its efforts in
the EU; and there are large com-
panias and trade associations
present in Brussels. Finally, the
EUGEBC will co-operate rather
than compete with existing busi-
ness development councils in

Georgia, e.g. AMCHAM, Federa-
tion of Georgian Businessmen
and Georgian Chamber of Com-
merce etc.

The EUGEC activities will focus
an the EU and Georgia and some
of the primany activities will be:

e Establishing relations with
key policy makers, appropriate
government bodies and civil so-
cieties;

e Facilitating discussions be-
bween companies, govermnments
and civil societies;

& Bringing togethar business
partnars who might otherwise re-
MEIN Urknoem;

® Providing information on key
political, economic and social is-
sues, that influence investment
and trade;

o Creating informational and
promaotional material about busi-
ness opportunibies;

e Organizing or assist with or-
ganizing conferences, receptions
axhibilions and trade missions to
infarm companies aboul varnous
business issues;

The daily managament of the
EUGBC will be undertaken by Mr.
Konstantin Zaldastanishwili.  Mr

Zaldastanishvili has an excellent
network of contacts in the EU and
Gieorgian as a result of his previ-
ous position as Ambassador of
Georgia to the Benelux countries
and to the Eurcpsan Communi-
fies.

There are 4 membership cat-
egories in the ELGBC and thay
include:

e Core Members;

e Corporate A Members (Geor-
gian Companies);

e Corporate B Members (Maon-
Georgian Companies);

e Affiliated Mambers {Individ-
uals and Civil Societies),

The founding core members of
the EWGBC are STATOIL,
GGMW, Canargo, BPF Georgia
and BP Europe,. Representatives
from BF Georgia, GGMW and
Statoil have been appointed fo
the initial Board of Directors,

Membership fees are yet to be
finalised by the Board of Direc-
tors. Howewver any organisation
who is interested in becoming a
member af this exciting new busi-
ness council, should contact Mr.
Konstantin Zaldastanishvili:
kote. zal @ eugbe.net



